
Where remembrance begins
BRINGING THEM HOME
IT HAS BEEN SAID THAT WE PROTECT 
AND SECURE THE THINGS WE HOLD 
DEAR.
Yet, we often find cremated remains left 
in attics, closets, garages, storage facilities 
and even in Good Will stores. Some are left 
abandoned at church doors or never picked 
up at funeral homes. Some people scatter the 
cremated remains at a lake cabin, bury them 
in their own back yard, or dump them on a 
relative’s grave at a cemetery. Some are made 
into jewelry, tattoo ink, or put into bullets. 

THERE ARE CONFLICTING MESSAGES 
ABOUT CREMATION.
Because the state of Minnesota says that 
cremation is the final disposition of the body, 
family members often are not instructed 
about what to do with the cremated remains. 

For some individuals, there may be financial 
difficulties in providing a final resting place. 
For others, society’s attitude of “death as 
an inconvenience” means that there is no 
ritualization, no memorialization, and no 
burial. 

IF CHOOSING CREMATION, EVERY 
FAMILY NEEDS TO ANSWER THESE 
QUESTIONS: 
What are you going to do with your loved 
ones cremated remains?  Often the answer is, 
“we’re going to keep them at home.”  While 
initially, that plan sounds fine, we never have 
the answer to the follow-up question: So, 
what’s the long term plan? Who will care for 
them after you have died?

There usually is no answer to this question. 
Yet, because these are human remains, 
there needs to be a plan that includes the 
survivors. When there is no plan, human 
remains often are abandoned or left behind.

IN 2022, IT APPEARS THAT WE HAVE 
LOST THE KNOWLEDGE AROUND 
TREATING CREMATED REMAINS 
WITH “FUNDAMENTAL DIGNITY OF A 
HUMAN PERSON”.
CANA (Cremation Association of North 
America) states that by 2025 over 60 percent 
of Americans will be cremated. In 2021, 
the Minnesota cremation rate was over 71 
percent and it is predicted that by 2031, we 
will be at 87.1 percent. What does this mean 
for how we treat the cremated remains of our 
loved ones?

AT THE CATHOLIC CEMETERIES, OUR MISSION IS TO BURY THE DEAD.
We believe that all are destined for eternal life with God and that all individuals are part of the great Communion of Saints. 
Because of this, and our knowledge that cremated remains are often forgotten, we have begun a program entitled, “Bringing 
Them Home,” where we will provide a dignified burial option.

BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 20, 2022:
The Catholic Cemeteries will offer a one-
time opportunity for anyone in the Twin 
Cities who has cremated remains at home 
to permanently place them in a communal 
crypt in the Chapel Mausoleum at either 
Resurrection Cemetery in Mendota Heights 
or Gethsemane Cemetery in New Hope. 

FOR $200, FAMILIES WILL HAVE THE 
FOLLOWING:
1. A permanent resting place in which the 

cremated remains of their loved one will 
be secure.

2. A place that provides peace of mind for 
the family, knowing that their loved one 
will be perpetually cared for.

3. Knowledge that by interring the 
cremated remains, it affirms the worth 
of the individual by providing a final 
home.

4. A formal record of burial at the 
cemetery and the name of the deceased 
on display in the Book of Remembrance 
in the Chapel Mausoleum.

REQUIREMENTS FOR THIS 
PROGRAM: 
• Cremated remains older than a year. 

• Full name of the deceased and date of 
death.

• Legal next of kin to authorize the burial 
of the deceased.

• A copy of the cremation certificate.

• Acknowledgement that once cremated 
remains are interred in the communal 
crypt, they will be unable to be 
disinterred.

• Make an appointment with a Family 
Service Specialist at the respective 
cemetery to walk through the process, 
do paperwork for records, review 
the size of the container, and learn 
about the interment process and 
memorialization options.

The deceased need not be Catholic to be 
interred in our cemeteries.

After meeting with a Family Service 
Specialist, cremated remains may be dropped 
off at the Resurrection or Gethsemane offices 
beginning September 20th and no later 
than October 24th. Cremated remains need 
to be interred prior to the November 1st 
committal prayer service led by Archbishop 
Hebda in the Chapel Mausoleum at 
Resurrection Cemetery.  A committal 
service will also be held at Gethsemane 
Cemetery. Because of Covid-19, we will not 
be able to open the service to the public. 
The committal service will be recorded 
and available on The Catholic Cemeteries’ 
website no later than November 10th.

This ministry allows some peace of mind in 
knowing a loved one will be permanently 
cared for, as well as having a place where the 
whole family can come and memorialize that 
individual. We believe that every person is a 
child of God and deserves to be remembered 
in a resting place where we will care for them 
forever.

QUESTIONS? EMAIL JAMIE
jmoloney@catholic-cemeteries.org

CALL JAMIE MOLONEY

651-255-0536  

VISIT US
catholic-cemeteries.org


