THE CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

SPRING / SUMMER 2022

We're back! Join us for Mass on Memorial Day

A

fter a 2-year break from Memorial Day events due to Covid, we
are returning to our Memorial Day
Masses on Monday, May 30th! Mass
will be held at 10 a.m. rain or shine at
Calvary Cemetery, Gethsemane Cemetery, Resurrection Cemetery, and St.
Mary’s Cemetery. Please note there
will be no Mass at St. Anthony Cemetery. Refreshments will be served at
all of the cemeteries after the Mass.

Grave decorations for
Memorial Day
During the days leading up to and
immediately following Memorial
Day, artificial flowers, potted plants,
decorations, and other ornaments are
allowed. These types of decorations
can be placed on graves beginning at
noon on Thursday, May 26, and remain there until Sunday, June 5. Decorations should be removed by this
date; otherwise, the cemetery staff
will begin pickup on Monday, June
6. After that time, we require freshcut flowers only during the growing
season in cemetery approved vases.
(No glass or breakable containers
are allowed). Due to Covid, flowers
and flags will not be sold at any of
the cemeteries this year. Please plan
accordingly.

Commemorating
veterans, living and
deceased
At each of the Memorial Day
Masses, The Catholic Cemeteries
will offer a special recognition of
and prayer for all veterans. Cards
will be available to write the
names of living and deceased veterans. The cards will be brought
forward at the Preparation of the
Gifts to be remembered in the
Mass intentions. Look for the tables and cards in or near the tents
that are set up for Mass. These
cards will also be available in the
cemetery offices the week before
Memorial Day.

Memorial Day
Weekend Office Hours
Calvary, Gethsemane,
Resurrection and St. Mary's
cemeteries will be open at the
times listed below.
(The office at St. Anthony's will
not be open. Call Gethsemane
at 763-537-4184 for assistance)

Saturday, May 28
9:00am - 2:00pm
Sunday, May 29
10:00am - 2:00pm
Monday, May 30
8:00am - 2:00pm

We hope to see you there!
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How to Keep Historic Cemeteries Alive
By Joan Gecik, Executive Director

O

ld cemeteries are often referred
to as “historic.” We have three
historic cemeteries, in which we
have burials from 100 years or older:
Calvary in St. Paul, St. Mary’s in
South Minneapolis, and St. Anthony’s
in North Minneapolis. Just because
a cemetery is historic, however, it
doesn’t mean it is closed. Only once
a cemetery cannot accept any more
burials would it ever be considered
“closed.” So, how do we keep these
historic cemeteries alive?
When cemeteries are first opened,
there are usually many roads as
part of the designed layout to give
close access to almost any section or
burial area. As a cemetery ages and
most burial locations are filled, it is
the intention that the cemetery can
expand to remain open for further
burials by taking out smaller roads in
order to have these areas developed
into graves. Eventually, a cemetery

may wind up with only one road
circling the outer rim of the cemetery
and with one road that goes through
the middle of the cemetery. Once all
the land from the removed roads are
used, except for the aforementioned
ones, the cemetery will be “closed” to
anyone wanting to purchase a burial
right in that cemetery.
Calvary is our oldest cemetery, established in 1856. Where Calvary stands
now is actually its third home. The
diocese first established Calvary Cemetery on a plot of downtown ground
running along Third Street (Kellogg
Boulevard), near the riverfront. Not
long thereafter, the diocese relocated
the cemetery to a larger area near the
present-day junction of Interstate 94
and 10th Street. But even that move
proved ephemeral. In 1856, the diocese moved the cemetery again to the
large plot of land on Front Avenue,
where it presently exists.

We have had many questions about
why we have taken out three of Calvary’s roads. The simple answer is
because we needed more in-ground
burial space. If you drive through
Calvary, you may see what appears to
be “open space” and many times it is
assumed that this land has no burials.
However, this is a wrong assumption.
Many graves from the 1800s often
did not have a marker or the marker
disintegrated over time. Some families
couldn’t afford a grave marker. What
looks like open land is an older part
of the cemetery that falls into one of
these categories.
To date, one of the roads has already
been developed, laid out and marked,
for graves. The other two roads will
be developed this summer. It is one
way of keeping historic Calvary alive
for future generations to be interred
within its historic arms.

CALVARY CEMETERY, Calvary's "open" area has almost 10,000 burials
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Dave Kemp retires after 50 plus years at TCC

D

ave Kemp started his career with
The Catholic Cemeteries as a
part-time (or seasonal) field worker in
1969. For many of these 50 plus years,
he’s also coached hockey and trained
hockey referees. One could make a
claim that Dave makes challenging situations better. His motto, “We have no
problems, we only have solutions.”

Dave Kemp
1999

Dave acknowledges that one of the
most visible activities he did at The
Catholic Cemeteries is preparing
graves, something that is done almost

every day. But he remarked, “There’s
always a situation that arises. You have
to solve that problem. My job is about
people and property – from families
to fellow workers, vendors, and contractors.” Everyone enjoyed working
with him. He went on to say that he has
“…always taken great pride in being
able to achieve something during an
uncomfortable time such as a death and
make it easier for someone; to provide
temporary comfort – to relieve someone’s mind from what’s bothering them
for just a little while.”
Over the years Dave has been focused
on helping people and being “handson” with projects, and he has used a lot
of humor, even though situations were
often uneasy. He was always quick to
smile, offer to lend a hand and share a
pun or joke to brighten someone's day.
When asked what feels important about
his work, Dave responded that he cared
about people and always enjoyed the
work.
Thank you, Dave, and best wishes in
your retirement!

Dave Kemp
Today
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Cemetery Updates

RESURRECTION CEMETERY, Rendering of Children's Memorial addition

CALVARY

• The fence along Front Street
will be repaired, some sections
being replaced.
• There are two former roads
that will be leveled, filled with
black-dirt, laid out, pegged,
and seeded. These areas will
then be available for grave
purchase.

GETHSEMANE

• Two new sections of columbarium have been added to
the Rosary Memorial Garden.
As mentioned down below,
new granite signage has been
installed at Gethsemane.
• There will be some road
replacement, new curbing,
and storm sewer catch basin
repairs.

RESURRECTION

• This summer, we will have
new tablets installed as part
of a new wall for names in the
Children’s memorial section.
The foliage from the area will
be pulled so that the name
tablets can be installed. This
will be directly across from the
original wall.
• The area around the pond
has been cleaned of invasive

growth. The pond will be dredged
and a water fountain will be installed. We have contracted with
Prairie Restoration to control the
invasive plants and put in plants
that will help keep the pond
cleaner.
• Office building landscaping
will be ripped out and redone
with planting that needs lower
maintenance.
• Sometime this Spring, granite
boulders with the cemetery’s
name will be installed in both
entries. This has already been
completed at Gethsemane.
Because our historic cemeteries
have stone inscriptions already
in the pillars of their entries, we
will keep them the way that they
are, adding signage on the fences
on heavier trafficked areas for
identification by the public.

ST. MARY'S

• Mausoleum sidewalk and retaining wall will be repaired, as well as
the front office retaining wall.

GETHSEMANE CEMETERY, Sign

RESURRECTION CEMETERY, Pond renovations
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From the Executive Director
“Are we there yet?” While most of us have heard or uttered this when on a car trip, I feel as if
it is the question we are all asking right now. “Are we at the end of Covid yet?” From my reading and study, I don’t know that we can expect to ever be at the end of Covid. It sounds like it
will be in an endemic stage where we deal with it like we presently do with the yearly flu. We
will continue to learn new ways of living and working in spite of it.

Joan Gecik,
Executive Director

This is our attitude as we move forward in planning. We are now holding “in-person” preplanning seminars, I have gone out to churches and our seminary to give presentations, AND
we are planning on holding Memorial Day Masses in May. We will take precautions. We
encourage everyone to do what is best to keep themselves safe. But, we will move forward.

Upcoming events for this summer:
• We are having a scavenger hunt for symbols and meanings occurring from Memorial Day until Labor Day.
More information will be available soon on our website.
• In June, we will do a Walking Tour at Calvary. (scheduled for 2 different dates)
• In August, we hope to do a Walking Tour at St. Mary’s. (scheduled for 2 different dates)
• Pre-planning seminars will be offered on 3 different dates at both Gethsemane and Resurrection
While we want to say we will be doing public events in November and December, we know that in this new normal, we
need to proceed with caution. Watch our website for specific details of our events.
When people think of essential workers, they often neglect to think of those who serve in the cemeteries. We cannot be
“shut down” or be expected to stay at home. Our ministry calls us to be present to those who come to us for assistance,
planning, and burial. I am grateful for having such dedicated staff. I want to especially call out our field staff who have
had to work in all sorts of cold weather this year. Burials are trending higher, which means that our staff need to be out
in the elements more often. They don’t complain, just throw on another layer of clothing and get the job done.
We have some new staff that have joined us. I am so happy when people tell me that they want to work for us because we
make a difference in the lives of people we serve. Our employees see this as a ministry and not just a job. We also have
had a number of long time employees retire. They have been the backbone of the cemeteries over the 40-50+ years that
they have been here. We wish them the best in their retirement years.
All in all, while we ‘aren’t there yet,’ we are on the way. We put one foot in front of the other and listen to what we are
called to do each day. For now, that’s enough.

Jon Louris retires after 40 plus years of service

L

Jon Louris,
circa 1990

ongtime employee Jon Louris will
be retiring on May 7 after 44 years
working in various capacities for The
Catholic Cemeteries. He began April
3, 1978 as a seasonal employee and is
leaving as Director of Operations. He
stated that the best part of his career
was the variety of each day. “You never
knew what was going to happen,” he
said. “You made plans, but often some-

thing else came up and changed the
whole day.”
In addition to helping people, one thing
Jon enjoyed the most was the opportunity to work with family members, who
assisted at cemetery events. His daughters helped sell flowers over Memorial
Day weekend, and his sons helped with
Jon Louris retires continued on page 6
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Jon Louris retires, continued from page 5
work at Calvary Cemetery. He is very
proud that his youngest son, Sam, now
works full-time at Resurrection as a
field worker.
When asked how work has changed
over the years, the biggest change that
Jon noticed over the years was the
growing popularity of cremation. The
impact of that practice influenced his
work daily. He also was called upon to
be a liaison with the media if there was
an act of vandalism at the cemeteries.

Jon would try to put the scene into context and not exaggerate the event itself
or escalate the public's reaction. He
was also instrumental at maintaining
the grounds, lending a hand to all of his
colleagues and keeping the cemeterieslooking their best every day.
Jon leaves with positive memories of
his many years here. His experience
and expertise will be missed. Best
wishes, Jon, on your much-deserved
retirement!

Jon Louris
Today

We Welcome New Staff

With upcoming retirements, we were in a position to do extensive strategic planning around our mission and goals. This
involved re-writing position descriptions and evaluating our staffing needs. Finishing that work, we were able to make the
following hires.

Paul Auge

Paul Auge is the new Field Manager at Resurrection Cemetery
with a background in both management and experience in
grounds management.

Boe Larson

Boe Larson served as a seasonal in prior years for The Catholic
Cemeteries. He is now a full-time Field Worker at Resurrection
Cemetery joining our staff in the fall of 2021.

Field Manager
for Resurrection Cemetery

Field Worker
for Resurrection Cemetery

Sam Louris served as a seasonal in prior years for The Catholic
Cemeteries. He is now a full-time Field Worker at Resurrection
Field Worker
for Resurrection Cemetery
Cemetery joining our staff in the fall of 2021.

Sam Louris

Jamie Moloney
Director of Pastoral
Outreach

Jamie Moloney replaces Sr. Fran Donnelly, who retired earlier
this year, as the Director of Pastoral Outreach. Jamie has many
years of pastoral ministry experience on a parish, archdiocesan,
and national level.

Jonquil Shipman is replacing 2 retirees, Dave Kemp who retired
in early April and Jon Louris who retired in May, as the Director
Director of Operations and
of Operations and Project Management. She brings to the poProject Management
sition an extensive management background in both corporate
America and in the military.

Jonquil Shipman

We are pleased to welcome them and know they are excited to serve the families of The Catholic Cemeteries.
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An opportunity to give
Please join us in supporting the ongoing ministries and beautification
of The Catholic Cemeteries. Your tax-deductible contribution
can be used to provide for burial of the poor, ministry to
bereaved parents and families, and to beautify the cemeteries.

TO MAKE A GIFT
• By check. Clip and complete this form and mail with your
check to: The Catholic Cemeteries, 2105 Lexington Ave. S.,
Mendota Heights, MN 55120
• Online. Go to catholic-cemeteries.org and click on “Donate.”

I want to support the ongoing ministries and
beautification of The Catholic Cemeteries:

n $1,000 n $500 n $250 n $100 n Other $_______
Please direct my gift to:
__ Calvary __ Gethsemane __ Resurrection
__ St. Anthony’s __ St. Mary’s

SCAVENGER HUNT!
Due to the popularity of last summer’s photo contest, this year The Catholic Cemeteries is having a
Symbols Scavenger Hunt! The contest begins on
Memorial Day.
We will be posting a list of symbols (see examples
below) on our website that you can find on various
markers/monuments throughout our cemeteries.
We invite you to find a symbol from the list, then
take a photo of the marker/monument containing the symbol. The photo must include the entire
marker/monument showing the name(s) and other
identifiable information.

I would like my gift to be used in the following way(s):

n Unrestricted Donation
n Statuary and Beautification Fund
n John Ireland Memorial Tree Fund (trees, landscaping,
and gardens)

n Archbishop Harry J. Flynn Compassionate Assistance Fund
n Children’s Memorial & Healing Garden at Resurrection
n Peaceable Kingdom Garden at Resurrection Chapel
Mausoleum

n Children’s Memorial & Healing Garden at Gethsemane
PAYMENT OPTIONS

n I have enclosed a check payable to The Catholic Cemeteries.
n Please charge my credit card:
__ Visa __ Mastercard __ Discover __ American Express

Card number:

Expiration date Security code

Credit-card billing address:

Street address

City, state, and Zip Code

We will post the official rules and guidelines along
with the Scavenger Hunt card on our website by
Memorial Day. Print out the card and start your adventure! The deadline to submit your discoveries will
be August 31. The people who find the most symbols by the deadline will win a gift card.

Signature

Please print all information below.

Happy hunting!

Your name:
Address:
City:
Telephone:

If this contribution is given in memory/in honor of an
individual, please print his/her name. Thank you.

n In memory n In honor

Name
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GETHSEMANE CEMETERY
8151 42nd Avenue North
New Hope, MN 55427
763-537-4184

Heritage is published by
The Catholic Cemeteries
2105 Lexington Ave S
Mendota Heights, MN 55120
651-228-9991

ST. ANTHONY’S CEMETERY
2730 Central Avenue NE
Minneapolis, MN 55418
763-537-4184

info@catholic-cemeteries.org
Joan Gecik, Executive Director
To receive Heritage by email, go
to www.catholic-cemeteries.org/
Heritage-newsletters and subscribe to receive the e-newsletter.
Thank you.

ST. MARY’S CEMETERY
4403 Chicago Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55407
651-488-8866

CEMETERY HOURS
Every day of the year, cemetery grounds are open
from dawn to dusk (generally 5 p.m. in the winter).
You may reach all cemetery offices by phone or email
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Visit our website: www.catholic-cemeteries.org
Follow us on Facebook: TheCatholicCemeteries

CALVARY CEMETERY
753 Front Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55103
651-488-8866
RESURRECTION CEMETERY
2101 Lexington Avenue South
Mendota Heights, MN 55120
651-454-5072

