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A year ago, none of us would have 
anticipated cancelling Memo-

rial Day activities for a second year, 
however, that is precisely what we are 
doing. 

 For the weekend of May 29-31
• All cemetery grounds will be open 

and accessible during regular 
daylight hours (see "Visitation 
Options"). 

• All cemetery offices continue to 
be closed (Resurrection, Gethse-
mane, St. Mary's, and Calvary).

• There will be no staff, including 
Family Service Counselors, on site.

• We will not be able to celebrate 
Mass at any of the sites.  Visit our 
website www.catholic-cemeteries.
org/resources for prayer options 
you may use. 

• Interior of Chapel Mausoleums 
will be accessible only to card/key 
holders. 

Again... This Memorial Day

T H E  C A T H O L I C  C E M E T E R I E S   S P R I N G  /  S U M M E R  2 0 2 1

Visitation Options
• Despite how unfortunate this reality is, you are still most WELCOME to 

visit the resting places of your loved ones. 
• Consider picnics or snacks to enjoy while visiting, and telling the stories 

of those who have gone before us. Please pick up afterwards and use the 
waste receptacles. 

• Feel free to place flags and flowers with the understanding that only cut 
flowers be used, and that they will be removed later that week.  (See our 
“Decorations Rules” on our website). 

Once again, we apologize for these inconveniences. Let us remember in 
prayer all who have suffered loss this year, especially those affected by 
COVID. And per usual, let us call to mind all who have gone before us, 
especially those who have served our country.  Lastly, we pray that next year 
we will be able to open the doors and gather to truly celebrate Memorial Day 
together. 

Resurrection Cemetery places new Columbarium/Ossuary
By Joan Gecik, Executive Director

What is an Ossuary?  The term 
ossuary is not used much 

today, but 2000 years ago, it was a 
normal way for families to honor 
their dead. In the time of Jesus, a 

body would be placed in a tomb, often 
some kind of cave, where the body 
would be left to decay until there were 
only bones remaining. The family 
would then gather the bones of the 
deceased and place them in a small 

stone box.  The box would be interred 
in a permanent place.

Today, there are two ways that the 
word ossuary is used. The first is what 

See you in 2022 - we hope!

Continued on page 2
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COLUMBARIUM/OSSUARY, 
continued from page 1

we may see in certain churches, which 
is a small, wooden box with handles 
in which the cremated remains are 
placed. The second type of ossuary 
is at a cemetery. Some columbariums 
will be constructed so that within the 
center there is space for many cremat-
ed remains to be placed together. This 
is called an ossuary. 

Today, many more people are being 
cremated. However, sometimes even 
burying cremated remains can be 
more expensive than planned. Fam-
ilies can tend to keep the cremated 
remains at home, sometimes with the 
intention of burying or interring them 
in the future. Many times, this burial 
does not happen and the remains of 
the loved one are lost or forgotten, 
only to be discovered when there is a 
move or the death of the caretaker.

The Catholic Church teaches that the 
body, in any form, is to be respected 
and honored, deserving of a place that 
is permanent and can be memorial-
ized. To honor that and to help those 
who may not be able to afford inter-
ment/burial, we have begun using os-
suaries within certain columbariums.
 
At Resurrection, we have placed a 
joint columbarium/ossuary in section 
7. A sidewalk will lead up to it and 
eventually will have benches placed 
for those who wish to sit in remem-
brance and prayer. The ossuary can 
hold up to 275 individuals. Each in-
dividual will be placed in a velveteen 
bag. The cremated remains will then 
be placed in the center of the colum-
barium, that is, “the ossuary.”

The Catholic Church instructs that 

cremated remains are not to be 
co-mingled (combined). By placing 
the remains in individual bags, this 
will not occur. Because the cremated 
remains will be interred with many 
others, the cost will be less expensive 
than any other way of interment. The 
name of the individual with birth and 
death dates will be engraved on the 
center band of the ossuary. 

We believe that this is a very good, 
cost-effective option for those who 
wish to have a permanent place for 
their loved one that includes memo-
rialization. It is a worthy permanent 
burial option for cremated remains 

and a beautiful place to visit, to 
remember, and to pray for the 
deceased.

Maggie Roth,  
Office Manager  

for Calvary/St. Mary's Cemetery

When the Office Manager 
position at Calvary and St. 

Mary’s Cemeteries opened up in 
early March, Maggie Roth, who was 
the Office Assistant for Resurrec-
tion Cemetery, answered the call. 
Her work at Resurrection Cemetery 
made her a natural to step into the 
role of Office Manager.

 1) What drew you to apply for this 
         position?
Advancing within The Catholic 
Cemeteries was a goal of mine, so 
when this position became avail-
able, I took that as a sign from God 

telling me it was the right time to 
transition.  Also, the history at both 
Calvary and St. Mary’s Cemeteries is 
abundant and captivating and often 
leaves me  wanting to know more!

2)What experience do you bring to 
     your new role as Office Manager?
I have managerial experience from 
my time at Medtronic, five years of 
experience at parishes within the 
archdiocese, and more than 20 years 
of customer service experience. I 
believe this varied experience will 
help me succeed in this new role. 

3) What do you hope to accomplish 
as the Office Manager of Calvary & 
St. Mary’s?
I hope to continue the great work 
of my predecessor by getting all the 
records organized in a unified filing 
system. I also want to get the word 
out on how much history is at Cal-
vary and St. Mary’s Cemeteries! It 
is exciting to research and examine 
how our ancestors lived and to pre-
serve it for future generations.

Calvary/St. Mary's new Office Manager
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Cemetery Updates
CALVARY

• Last year we re-paved all the 
roads at Calvary and took out 3 
roads so that we could expand 
our burial areas. This summer, 
we should be able to fill in at 
least the first two road beds, 
with good fill dirt, seed it, and 
eventually do grave layouts in 
those areas. 

• We closed off the entrance 
closest to the mausoleum in 
order to develop that area 
more fully. We will be adding 
an additional mausoleum in 
that area in the near future.

GETHSEMANE
• The former “dirt hill” was lev-

eled and we have contracted 
with Prairie Restorations, Inc. 
to seed for a pollinator friendly 
area. This coming Fall, we are 
hoping to have nature at its 
best being showcased as you 
enter the cemetery.

• There is a new columbari-
um that will be placed in the        
former entry area to the east of 
the cemetery office. This whole 
area is being designed as a 
more upscale area for a variety 
of burial options for cremated 
remains to be memorialized. 

• The Rosary Garden will be-
gin its expansion with the             
addition of another niche bank 
for cremated remains.

• We eventually will be adding 
a columbarium with ossuary 
in the older cremation area in 
front of the evergreens. 

 RESURRECTION
• We continue to look for new ways 

and options on how to inter and 
memorialize cremated remains. 
To the west of the Chapel Mauso-
leum, we have updated the birch 
garden to include boulders for 
cremated remains. It is close to 
both the Mary and Child colum-
barium and the Natural Burial 
section of the cemetery. 

• We have placed a new                     
columbarium/ossuary in section 
7. (see article on pages 1 & 2) 

• We are taking out the fencing and 
cleaning up the area along Lex-
ington Ave. so that the cemetery 
looks more inviting.

• We have plans for a new Garden 
Mausoleum flowing from the 
first mausoleum. We have begun 
selling options for both full body 
crypts and cremation niches prior 
to its planned construction.

• We are examining designs of 
new estate lots near the area 
where our bishops and priests are       
buried.

 ST. ANTHONY’S
• We are continuing to develop the 

area near the present shop for 
new burial sites.

 ST. MARY’S
• We have been working on repairs 

to the sidewalks and retaining 
walls near the mausoleum. The 
front entry retaining wall will also 
be repaired.

 ALL CEMETERIES
• All cemeteries will be getting 

new entrance signs, which are             
presently in development.

GETHSEMANE CEMETERY, New Columbarium

RESURRECTION CEMETERY, Garden Mausoleum Crypts & Niches

Birch Garden for Cremation Boulders
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The Archbishop Harry J. Flynn Compassionate 
Assistance Fund
As many of you are aware, we have several special 
funds for general needs and for specific needs, such 
as to replace trees or to remember loved ones by 
name on memorial walls or pavers. One fund, the 
Archbishop Harry J. Flynn Compassionate Assistance 
Fund, is in honor of Archbishop Flynn’s pastoral 
concern for families. This fund helps cover the 
associated costs of burial for those families who need 
assistance. We work with government agencies, 
parishes, and funeral directors serving families 
dealing with extenuating circumstances at the time 
of death of a loved one or when the deceased dies 
alone, with no one to make their final arrangements.

This fund also supports our “Fetal Burial”            
program that reaches out to those families who 
have suffered loss through miscarriage. This work is 
in partnership with Gill Brothers Funeral Home and 
the M Health Fairview.

In addition to our appreciation of any monetary 
donation to this fund, we would also welcome the 
donation of any unused graves. If you have a grave 
which you do not anticipate using (e.g., you have an 
extra one for a family member who has moved or 
who has other options, you have made other choic-
es for yourself, or have excess graves), we ask you to 
consider donating that back to the cemetery. 
Donated graves will allow us to be able to use it for 
someone in need. Religious Communities who no 
longer have Sisters or Brothers in the area have do-
nated graves back to The Catholic Cemeteries to be 
used as needed. A single grave can be a tremendous 
gift for those experiencing special circumstances.

More information about the various funds          
can be found at 

www.catholic-cemeteries.org/ways-to-donate
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"2020 was like looking both ways to cross the street and getting hit by a plane.” While this 
sentence may appear to be a joke, it was our reality. Everything we had planned had to be 
cancelled or re-created. However, we’re still here actively moving into making our cemeteries 
more beautiful and “creatively” innovative.

Last December, we could not hold our Mass of Remembrance of those who died over the past 
year. Instead, we created an online memorial of the names of everyone who had been buried 
in our cemeteries during that time. Individual letters containing a “Care Note” and a cro-
cheted angel ornament were mailed early in December to all these families. 

In spite of the limitations that Covid-19 has imposed on us, we continue to do outreach for parishes with cemeteries. In 
a “normal” year, we offer a half-day seminar for any parish that has its own cemetery. In 2021, we presented one-hour 
Zoom webinars for parishes. Our topics were "Cemetery Finances: Policy, Perpetual Care, and Resources" and "Seed vs. 
Sod: Sharing the Magic Formula". We had over 80 individuals attending these sessions. Respondents were happy that 
they could learn about these topics from the comfort of their homes/offices. Will we go back to the former way of doing 
things? The old 8-ball response is, “The answer is unclear.”

In other news: 
1. Our Family Service Counselors have been very busy meeting with families over Zoom. An advantage is the whole 

family can be connected with each other from their own homes and can interact safely with our counselors. 
2. I spent an hour with third year St. Paul Seminary students on the topic of funeral planning and burials. Needless to 

say, one hour was hardly enough time. 
3. The quarterly Fetal Burial Service was held May 1. We continue to partner with St. Peter’s, Mendota for the service. 
4. Our Death Conversationalist Webinars have continued with recordings that can be accessed by going to our website. 
5. We are also working on creating a walking tour video for St. Mary’s and Calvary Cemeteries. We hope this happens 

before the snow flies.

The bottom line is, in 2021, we are prepared not only for crossing the street, but also have checked the skies for potential 
incoming planes. We are here for you no matter what is going on around us.

From the Executive Director

Joan Gecik,  
Executive Director

Bringing Them Home 2021
Last year, The Catholic Cemeteries 

offered parishes the opportunity 
to participate in a program entitled 
Bringing Them Home where any-
one who had cremated remains at 
home could have them interred in 
a communal crypt at the Resurrec-
tion Chapel Mausoleum in Mendota 
Heights. 

We decided to offer it again, begin-
ning October 1, 2021. This oppor-

tunity is open to those in Catholic 
parishes who have cremated remains 
at home, to be interred in a communal 
crypt at the Resurrection Chapel Mau-
soleum. For $200 families will have an 
opportunity to:

1. Have a secure, permanent resting 
place for their loved one’s cremat-
ed remains;

2. Have a place that provides peace 
of mind for the family, know-
ing that their loved one will be       

perpetually cared for;
3. Knowledge that the worth of 

the individual is affirmed by            
providing a final home;

4. Have the interment recorded and 
the name of the deceased on dis-

Continued on page 6
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The Catholic Cemeteries Confer-
ence has created a website that 

will be able to assist parishes and/
or individuals with education and 
formation around Christian burial: 
CatholicBurialTraditions.org. This 
website has its contents organized to 
assist in determining the most effec-
tive resources to use for the audience 
being addressed.

Once an account is created, there 
is access to video, print, and audio 
resources. Each is also tagged with the 
labels “Bereavement,” “Curriculum,” 
and “Bible Study.” This information 
has been put together for a variety of 
audiences such as RCIA groups, Small 
Group Discussion, Adult Formation, 
Schools/Religious Formation, and 

Promoting a Culture of Christian Burial within Catholic Parishes
general parish education that can be 
done through the bulletin or website.

VIDEO: There is a comprehensive 
selection of video topics from funer-
al liturgy and cremation to grieving 
and fear of death. All videos may be 
streamed or downloaded for local 
access.

PRINT: The print page provides 
downloadable print material catego-
rized in these sections:
◊ Educational

• Lesson Plans: Series of lesson 
plans from pre-K through adult 
education to assist instructors 
and Formation Directors in 
preparing materials for discus-
sion and participation which can 
be used with any of the videos 
available.

• Aids: Series of material that 

can be used within a classroom 
setting and/or made available 
to congregations via the parish 
website or in narthex displays.

◊ Homilies: suggested homilies 
that may assist a priest during a 
funeral service or for catechesis 
on death and burial.

◊ Marketing Materials: The           
assortment includes prepared 
editable church bulletin an-
nouncements, church bulletin 
inserts, and prayers for visiting a 
cemetery suitable for individual 
or group use.  

  AUDIO: The Audio page allows 
individual parishes to download 30- 
second public service announcements 
for use on their church website or 
provide to their local radio station for 
broadcasting.

We invite you to visit the site today!

play in a Book of Remembrance in the Mausoleum.

Requirements for this program are:
• The death must have occured prior to 2016 or anyone 

who has died of Covid-19
• Provide the full name of the deceased and date of 

death
• The legal next of kin must authorize the burial 
• A copy of the cremation certificate must be provided

Once cremated remains are interred in the communal 
crypt, they will be unable to be disinterred. Individ-
uals will need to make an appointment with a family             
service counselor to walk through the process. Afterwards, 
cremated remains may be dropped off at the Resurrection 
Cemetery Office between October 1 - 28 in order for them 
to be interred. They will be placed in a communal crypt 
prior to the prayer service. With this ministry, we are 
trying to accompany people through the grieving process, 

allowing some closure in knowing where the loved one will 
be permanently placed so the whole family can come and 
memorialize their loved one. 

Archbishop Hebda will lead a committal service on                    
November 1, 2021 in the Chapel Mausoleum at Resurrec-
tion. Because of Covid-19, we will not be able to open the 
service to the public, but we will record it and have it on the 
website following the event.

Our mission is to honor, respect, 
and bury the dead. The deceased 
need not be Catholic to be interred 
here. We will care for them forever. 
Every person is a child of God and 
deserves a resting place and to be 
remembered. For more information, 
please call Sr. Fran Donnelly at 651-
255-0537.

Bringing Them Home 2021, continued from page 5
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The Catholic Cemeteries is having a cemetery            
photography contest! When you visit our grounds, 
please take photos of flowers, wildlife, family picnics, 
markers, monuments—whatever catches your eye. 
In this time of cell phone photography, everyone is a 
photographer. Details about timing and prizes can be 
found on our website, so start taking photos now!

For a free subscription to a daily email from the Center 
for Loss and Life Transition, go to catholic-cemeter-
ies.org/resources and click on “Additional Resources”. 
There you can sign up for meditations which are gentle, 
thoughtful, and powerful, providing a supportive way to 
assist in integrating grief into your life and honoring your 
need to mourn. The emails are free and you may opt out 
at any time. Your information will not be sold or shared.  
It is simple to fill out and will start the following day with 
a short reflection. Well worth trying!

ANOTHER GREAT RESOURCE AVAILABLE TO OUR 
READERS AND FAMILIES

PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST

An opportunity to give
Please join us in supporting the ongoing ministries and beautification  

of The Catholic Cemeteries. Your tax-deductible contribution  
can be used to provide for burial of the poor, ministry to  

bereaved parents and families, and to beautify the cemeteries.

TO MAKE A GIFT
• By check. Clip and complete this form and mail with your  
 check to: The Catholic Cemeteries, 2105 Lexington Ave. S.,  
 Mendota Heights, MN 55120

• Online. Go to catholic-cemeteries.org and click on “Donate.” 

I want to support the ongoing ministries and  
beautification of The Catholic Cemeteries:
n	 $1,000   n	$500   n	$250   n	$100   n	Other $_______

Please direct my gift to: 
 __ Calvary  __ Gethsemane  __ Resurrection   
 __ St. Anthony’s  __ St. Mary’s 

I would like my gift to be used in the following way(s):
n	 Unrestricted Donation

n	 Statuary and Beautification Fund

n	 John Ireland Memorial Tree Fund (trees, landscaping,  
 and gardens) 

n	 Archbishop Harry J. Flynn Compassionate Assistance Fund

n	 Children’s Memorial & Healing Garden at Resurrection

n	 Peaceable Kingdom Garden at Resurrection Chapel  
 Mausoleum 

n	 Children’s Memorial & Healing Garden at Gethsemane

PAYMENT OPTIONS
n	 I have enclosed a check payable to The Catholic Cemeteries.
n	 Please charge my credit card:  
 __ Visa  __ Mastercard __ Discover  __ American Express

Card number:

Credit-card billing address:

Signature

Your name:

Address:

City:

Telephone:

If this contribution is given in memory/in honor of an 
individual, please print his/her name. Thank you.

n	In memory  n		In honor 

Expiration date

Street address

City, state, and Zip Code

Please print all information below. 

Security code

Name



CEMETERY HOURS
Every day of the year, cemetery grounds are open  

from dawn to dusk (generally 5 p.m. in the winter).  

You may reach all cemetery offices by phone or email 

Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Visit our website: www.catholic-cemeteries.org

Follow us on Facebook: TheCatholicCemeteries

GETHSEMANE CEMETERY 
8151 42nd Avenue North  
New Hope, MN 55427 
763-537-4184

ST. ANTHONY’S CEMETERY 
2730 Central Avenue NE  
Minneapolis, MN 55418  
763-537-4184

ST. MARY’S CEMETERY 
4403 Chicago Avenue  
Minneapolis, MN 55407 
651-488-8866

CALVARY CEMETERY  
753 Front Avenue  
St. Paul, MN 55103  
651-488-8866

RESURRECTION CEMETERY 
2101 Lexington Avenue South 
Mendota Heights, MN 55120  
651-454-5072

Heritage is published by  
The Catholic Cemeteries 
2105 Lexington Ave S 
Mendota Heights, MN 55120 
651-228-9991 

info@catholic-cemeteries.org

Joan Gecik, Executive Director

To receive Heritage by email, go 
to www.catholic-cemeteries.org/
Heritage-newsletters and sub-
scribe to receive the e-newsletter. 
Thank you.

2105 Lexington Avenue South
Mendota Heights, MN 55120
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Grave location maps will be 
available for your Memorial Day 
visit if requested by May 21. Go 
to "News and Resources" on our 

website and click on 
"Burial Location Request"


