THE CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

FALL / WINTER 2020

Re-imagining The Catholic Cemeteries
By Joan Gecik, Executive Director

J

esus said, “Behold, I make all things
new.” This is a directive that we
take quite literally here at The Catholic
Cemeteries. We decided to make a
change; to have a new look; in a sense,
to “reboot” our culture.

Many ideas emerged from our brainstorming
• We have been guiding families in planning for, celebrating, and
remembering the end of life for more than 160 years.
• We have compassionate staff members who extend great tenderness
when dealing with each individual who comes to us.
• We guide with empathy and authority, identifying options that
families don’t even know they have, and educating them so they
can make informed choices.
• We intend for our cemeteries to be welcoming. They are not just for
those who have passed over to God. They are for the living – a place
of remembrance.

Guiding change
We engaged Dan Kantor of the
Kantor Group, to guide us through
the process of re-imagining our work
and our visual identity. We spent
many hours discussing the heart of
our mission: How is our passion lived
out to our community? Does the outside world understand our role,
or why we even exist?
Of course, from a pragmatic stance,
our mission is clear. It is to bury the
dead, fulfilling one of the corporal
works of mercy. But it is more than
that. Our mission includes how we
perform our service to families.

• We want our cemeteries to be places where people come to pray, to
tell stories, and to reflect on the lives of those who have gone before
us. We also want guests to reflect on their own lives in light of what is
to come for all of us.
• We want to be a place of education, providing resources for those
searching for information.

We decided that several things needed to be updated: Our logo, our website, and
Continued on page 2
the integration of technology in telling our story.

Let’s Talk About Death

Our Response During COVID-19
By Cindy Keller, Corporate
Development Manager

W

e first explored the idea of
“death conversations” following the hosting of our own “Death
Café” in November 2019. Interests

were piqued, and the idea of not only
talking about death but providing
an opportunity to be an educational
resource was the direction we chose.
Our partnership is with funeral
directors, spiritual Continued on page 2
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RE-IMAGINING THE CATHOLIC CEMETERIES, continued from page 1
Our new logo
We went through many iterations of
our logo, focusing on symbol, design
and color. We settled on the use of
greens and blues to indicate that we
are a place of life, not death. The
cross is obvious, but there are subtle “C’s” integrated into the design
that represent our initials. There are
hints of people in the design and an
almost-hidden star. Because it is a
symbol, the more you reflect on it, the
more insight and revelation you gain.

Our new website
Our new website focuses on several
themes:
• We are “where remembrance
begins.”
• Our call is to comfort those who
mourn, which is the heart of our
mission. But we are more than
that. Our organization is built
around the fundamental truth
that death is both an end and
a beginning.
• To honor and memorialize a lost
loved one is to start a new journey. For those grieving, memorializing is how healing begins.
We will be your guides whether
you are in need of immediate

services or are proactively
planning ahead.
• Our cemeteries are as much for
the living as for those who have
passed. The exquisite, peaceful beauty of our five cemetery
properties reflect the depth of
our Catholic mission to celebrate
the lives of those lost while
serving those who grieve.
Our serene, lush grounds are
designed to foster closure,
healing and renewal.

Our website is now more user-friendly
for finding information and providing
new resources. Videos add a dynamic, new platform for us to share our
services with online visitors. We have
added a page with news and articles,
as well as a page for frequently asked
questions and numerous other
resources.
We hope you will take time to reflect
on our new logo and explore our new
website. No matter how we visually
represent ourselves, we are here for
you and will continue to walk gently
with you through whatever decisions
you need to make. v

DEATH CONVERSATIONALISTS, continued from page 1
directors, and a death doula. The format has morphed into a presentation
followed by a conversation. Panelists
then share experiences and answer
questions from our audience. Panelists
also provide an abundance of resources about death-related topics.
With COVID-19 on everyone’s mind,
it made sense for us to begin our
death-conversation series in
2

August with the topic “Unprecedented
Uncertainty.” In October, we talked
about natural burial. We continue
the conversation in December with
“Creating Holiday Rituals” followed
by every-other month presentations.
The webinars are recorded and can be
found on the Facebook page: Death
Conversationalists. We invite you to
join the conversation! v
Fb.me/deathconversationalists

Cemetery Updates
CALVARY

• The roads in the entire cemetery
have been repaved.
• The entry near the mausoleum
has been closed for future
development.
• A new handicap accessible
meeting room has been added to
the shop for use by Family Service
Counselors to meet with families.
• A number of dead trees have
been removed.

GETHSEMANE

• The large dirt hill was leveled
this fall. We intend to plant this
area with prairie grasses and
wildflowers.
• A columbarium will be installed in
the former entry area. Sidewalks
and a simple feature with a scripture quote about the Garden
of Gethsemane are already
in place.
• A new fence will replace the one
that is presently in front of the
maintenance shop.

RESURRECTION

• The natural burial area was
expanded.
• A garden containing birch trees
and rocks to hold cremated
remains was created on the west
side of the Chapel Mausoleum.
• The foundation was set for a new
columbarium in Section 7 that will
include an ossuary for cremated
remains.

ST. ANTHONY’S

• Catch basins have been repaired.
• The area that had been fenced in
near the shop was cleaned.

ST. MARY’S

• A drainage system was installed
where yearly flooding impacted a
main road.
• Dead trees were removed.
• Repairs to the retaining wall
and sidewalk will be done when
weather allows.
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An Amnesty Project

“Bringing
Them Home”
By Sister Fran Donnelly, B.V.M.,
Director of Life Transition Ministries

I

n concert with the work of several
Catholic cemeteries around the
country, The Catholic Cemeteries
held a “Bringing Them Home” service
this fall at Resurrection Cemetery.
Due to myriad circumstances, people
are often in possession of cremated remains that they don’t have an
opportunity to bury or inurn in a safe,
sacred place. The staff at Resurrection
sent notices to parishes, offering a
means for people to bring the remains
of their loved ones to the cemetery.
We hope to do something similar in
the future.
We felt it was important to actually
meet with individuals, many of whom
shared moving and profound stories.
No judgments were made regarding
the reasons or circumstances behind
their timing challenges. The important thing was that people were
motivated to care for their loved ones
in this manner.
The remains were placed in the “All
Saints” crypt in the Chapel Mausoleum at Resurrection. The names of the
deceased are inscribed in a Book of
Remembrance that can be viewed in
the mausoleum.
Archbishop Bernard Hebda presided
at a special commendation service
during which each individual was
named and remembered as a member
of the Communion of Saints. The

From the Executive Director

W

hen
will
things get
back to
normal?
This is the
question
I not only
hear but
Joan Gecik,
Executive Director
continue
to ask
myself. I keep saying to everyone that
we are in the new abnormal and have
to live, work and play differently. The
bottom line is that it isn’t fun.
At The Catholic Cemeteries, we have
canceled all programs that involve
groups. We already know we will not
be celebrating our Christmas Mass of
Remembrance in December. However,
we plan to send a letter and ornament to those who have had a loved
one buried at one of our cemeteries
during the past year. We are also developing a remembrance page on our
website so that all of these people and
their families will be remembered in
prayer this month.
Our quarterly Fetal Burial services
have moved to St. Peter’s Catholic
Church in Mendota where we can
easily follow safety protocols because

of the larger space. At this time,
we also doubt we will celebrate any
Memorial Day services in 2021.
At the office, everyone wears masks
and does social distancing, and we
are always sanitizing everything.
Some would think we are over-doing
it. I call it keeping everyone safe.
So then, what is going on? We have
started a “Death Conversations” webinar that occurs every-other month.
This is an interdisciplinary group of
death-care professionals dedicated
to open, healthy conversations about
death, dying and grief. The sessions
are open to anyone interested in
participating. They are also recorded
and available on the Facebook page.
Fb.me/deathconversationalists
See Cindy Keller's article on page 1.
We are pleased that our work with a
designer on developing a new logo
and website is completed. To serve
you better, the site is easier to navigate and to access resources, and we
will incorporate videos to keep the
website informative and engaging.
We continue to look at new ways to
minister to you during these unique
days. I pray that you will be safe and
well as we continue onward. v

service was recorded and is on the
website of The Catholic Cemeteries
under “News and Events.” Please
pray for these individuals and their
families. v
Archbishop Bernard Hebda presided at
the service for people whose interment
was delayed for various reasons.
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Fetal burial in the midst of a pandemic
By Sister Fran Donnelly, B.V.M.,
Director of Life Transition Ministries

D

espite the on-going negative effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, families continue to suffer the loss
of a loved one. Thus, the mission of
The Catholic Cemeteries remains as
one of “burying the dead.” The staff has
adapted many new practices in order
to keep everyone safe, such as how we
welcome people to the cemetery, mask
wearing and keeping proper distance.
None of this is pleasant or easy, especially when one is grieving a loss.

The quarterly burial service for
miscarried remains has also

undergone several changes and adaptations. However, it remains a priority at Resurrection Cemetery. The
regular February service took place as
scheduled. The services scheduled for
May and August were postponed until
early October. The November service
took place on November 7 as planned.
We will conduct the first-quarter
service on February 6, 2021.
To accommodate participants and
also adhere to COVID-related
guidelines, the services are held at
St. Peter’s Catholic Church in Mendota
rather than at the Chapel Mausoleum.
Our partnership with the parish and

its wonderful staff and volunteers
make this possible, especially as they
welcome all and keep everyone safe.
Recognizing the loss and grief of
the families remains an important
ministry, despite COVID. Please
continue to hold these young families
in prayer. v

From the fetal burial service at Resurrection
Cemetery, May 2019.

We welcome new staff

I

Maggie Roth,
Office Assistant
for Resurrection Cemetery

f you were to ask Maggie Roth what makes
her position as Office Assistant for Resurrection Cemetery perfect for her, she would
quickly tell you it’s because her responsibilities include interacting with people while
also spending time on the computer. “Half
people, half numbers” is the perfect mix
of activities for the self-described customer-service specialist.
For more than 20 years, Maggie has applied
her bachelor’s degree in business management to customer-service positions. For the
past five years, Maggie worked at St. Joseph’s
parish in Rosemount, Minnesota, a parish
with its own cemetery, where she did everything including selling plots. Now, Maggie
says, “every day is different” as she interacts
with families and supports office manager,
Cindy Reckinger.
When families come to Resurrection Cemetery, Maggie said she wants them to feel
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“as though their requests and concerns are
heard. People leave here knowing we are here
for them.” Maggie schedules appointments
for families and with funeral homes, records
burial-intake information, fulfills family
location requests, and more.
Maggie noted that her position requires
patience, especially when plans change. She’s
developed patience during her years as a
volunteer with dogs at the Animal Humane
Society, and as a foster mom for dogs. The
security Maggie provides a helpless dog is
played out on a much larger scale during
her interaction with grieving families.
Maggie aspires to turning around someone’s
experience from worry and uncertainty to
one of compassion and gratitude. “If I have
someone who starts off upset but then ends
up thanking me, then I know I did my job.” v
New staff continued on page 6
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Blessing of the ledger for Archbishop Flynn
By Sister Fran Donnelly, B.V.M., Director of Life Transition
Ministries

On the one-year anniversary of the death of
Archbishop Harry Flynn – September 22 – Archbishop
Bernard Hebda blessed the ledger stone that covers
Archbishop Flynn’s grave. It is a tradition for these
special blessings to take place on the graves of the
bishops at Resurrection Cemetery.

The sharing of memories repeatedly mentioned the
generosity and kindness of the Archbishop along with
his habit of teasing people and making them feel they
were special and important.
The ceremony, attended by about fifty personal friends
and priests, was both moving and enjoyable. In addition
to prayer and music, the service was peppered with
stories, most of which were humorous and touching.

It was a beautiful, early fall day, which Archbishop
Hebda pointed out was perfectly appropriate for
the occasion. And it was the kind of ceremony that
Archbishop Flynn would have appreciated with its
blend of prayer, refreshments, love and laughter. v
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WE WELCOME NEW STAFF, continued from page 4

A

Elisa George,
Cemetery Coordinator
for Calvary and
St. Mary’s cemeteries

fter returning with her family to
Minnesota in July, Elisa George
postponed her gardening hobby until next
season. Instead, she is combining her love
of learning and history in her position as
the Cemetery Coordinator for Calvary
and St. Mary’s cemeteries.

that academic quest would enhance Elisa’s
responsibilities for the two oldest of the five
Catholic cemeteries when helping families
locate their roots, especially those from the
early 1900s and late 1800s. Elisa has noticed
that “…during the COVID-19 pandemic,
people are focusing more on family.”

When Elisa read the description for her
position, she thought, “It must have been
created for me.” Her work background consists of business event planning and accounting, including marketing and sales, along
with teaching middle school and high school
social studies and science for 12 years.

Elisa likes processes and admits to loving organization. Those are valuable skills for processing burial intakes, entering contracts, matching
invoices, double-checking prices, corresponding with suppliers, and more. And her role
on the cemeteries’ communications team
resonates with her freelance work as a writer,
web developer, and social-media contributor.

Reading about 120 books per year confirms
Elisa’s affinity for learning, as do her studies –
a bachelor’s degree in archeology and masters work in both archeology and secondary
education. She is considering pursuing a
master’s degree in public history “for personal enrichment.” But it’s easy to imagine how

E

ven before Jay Kemp started working at
Resurrection Cemetery at age 16, cemeteries were a topic of dinnertime conversation.
Jay’s father, Dave Kemp, Strategic Planning/
Projects Manager at The Catholic Cemeteries,
began his ongoing 50-plus-year career at
Resurrection Cemetery at about the same age.

Jay Kemp, Field Worker for
Resurrection Cemetery
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Jay continued working as a part-time field
staff member until becoming an employee
for 13 years at historic Elmhurst Cemetery
in St. Paul. A transition to a position in the
office there led Jay to realize how much he
relished interacting with families and collaborating with coworkers while preparing
for burials and maintaining and improving
cemetery grounds. When The Catholic
Cemeteries Executive Director, Joan Gecik,
learned Jay was available, he was interviewed
and hired on as a member of the field staff at
Resurrection Cemetery.

“The position description appealed to my
big-picture tendency as well as the satisfaction I get from paying attention to details.
I look forward to helping people honor their
family members and connect to their own
history,” Elisa declared. v
With safe COVID-19 protocols in place, Jay
acknowledged that the necessary distance
from families makes funerals possible, but
less rewarding for staff. Jay reflected, “Our
interaction with the family – the service we
provide – is a big thing. It feels good to help
people who are grieving and in an unfamiliar
situation. We can help them with that.”
Jay also described the satisfaction that he
and colleagues feel when they complete a
project. He noted that families expressed
thanks after field staff trimmed trees and
growth near Section 15, making the lake
visible again. From expansive outdoor
activities that sometimes require powerful
equipment to small, interpersonal gestures,
Jay is happy to return to the “roots” of his
early work/family history. v
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An opportunity to give
Please join us in supporting the ongoing ministries and beautification
of The Catholic Cemeteries. Your tax-deductible contribution
can be used to provide for burial of the poor, ministry to
bereaved parents and families, and to beautify the cemeteries.

TO MAKE A GIFT
• By check. Clip and complete this form and mail with your
check to: The Catholic Cemeteries, 2105 Lexington Ave. S.,
Mendota Heights, MN 55120
• Online. Go to catholic-cemeteries.org and click on “Donate.”

I want to support the ongoing ministries and
beautification of The Catholic Cemeteries:

n $1,000 n $500 n $250 n $100 n Other $_______
Please direct my gift to:
__ Calvary __ Gethsemane __ Resurrection
__ St. Anthony’s __ St. Mary’s

I would like my gift to be used in the following way(s):

n Unrestricted Donation
n Statuary and Beautification Fund
n John Ireland Memorial Tree Fund (Trees, landscaping,
and gardens)

n Archbishop Harry J. Flynn Compassionate Assistance Fund
n Children’s Memorial & Healing Garden at Resurrection
n Peaceable Kingdom Garden at Resurrection Chapel
Mausoleum

n Children’s Memorial & Healing Garden at Gethsemane
PAYMENT OPTIONS

n I have enclosed a check payable to The Catholic Cemeteries.
n Please charge my credit card:
__ Visa __ Mastercard __ Discover __ American Express

Card number:

Expiration date Security code

Credit-card billing address:

Street address

City, state, and Zip Code

Signature

Mr., Mrs., Miss, Ms. Please print all information.

Your name:
Address:
City:

In Appreciation
We thank those listed below for gifts given
to the donor funds of The Catholic Cemeteries
between October 1, 2019, and September 30, 2020.
Mr. Ron Berardi
Mr. Allen J. Bohlman
Mrs. Joanne M. Braun
Mr. Donald L. Bruestle
Mrs. Maryteresa Byker
Ms. Elizabeth L. Courtney
Ms. Carolynne Darling
Mr. Charles W. DeKeyser
Mr. Donald Ditter Jr.
Mr. Timothy D. Donakowski
Mr. Michael P. Donnelly
Mr. Anthony Doran
Mrs. Krista Doran
Ms. Judith A. Duren
Mr. Randahl D. Edstrom
Mr. Michael Ellingsworth
Ms. Laura Elm
Mr. Arthur B. Ettl
Mrs. Ann B. Fairbairn
Ms. Elizabeth M. Frenzel Jones
Mr. Trenton Hagen
Mr. Daniel P. Hernandez
Ms. Teresa Hernandez
Mr. Ronald Hetland
Mr. Robert J. Hirschfeld
Mr. Terry A. Hoffman
Mr. Frank Hosch
Mr. Brandon Hughes
Mr. Roy N. Jalonack
Ms. Jane A. Jeffrey
Ms. Mary S. Joyce
Kent Family Charitable Trust
Ms. Kathleen J. Kosik
Mr. Michael G. Krogan

Ms. Margaret Kuznia
Ms. Roxanne M. Lackas
Ms. Marion A. Linman
Mr. Julius M. Loipersbeck
Mr. Paul S. McCauley
Ms. Candace McCrea
Mr. Lawrence J. McGough
Mrs. Regina Miller
Ms. Judith A. Mosiniak
Ms. Mary C. Mosiniak
Mr. Matthew Murphy
Mr. Luan Nguyen
Mrs. Jo Ann Nikles
Ms. Cynthia Novacek
Mr. Daniel William O'Brien IV
Miss Mary G. Perna
Mrs. Marilyn K. Piazza
Mrs. Alice J Raish
Ms. Lois M. Reiling
Ms. Susan J. Robinson
Mrs. Angeline A. Schnobrich
Ms. Jane G. Stach
Mrs. Catherine H. Stepanek
Mrs. Patricia M. Stroshane
Mrs. Anhthu Tran
Ms. Mary C. Underwood
Mrs. Arlene P. Welbes
Mrs. Kathleen A. West
Ms. Patricia C. West
Mr. James A. Westerhaus
Mrs. Carmelina P. Wheeler
Mr. Leo J. White
Mrs. Jane M. Whiteford
Mr. Pheng Yang

Telephone:

If this contribution is given in memory/in honor of an
individual, please print his/her name. Thank you.

n In memory n In honor

Name
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To receive Heritage by email, go
to www.catholic-cemeteries.org/
Heritage-newsletters and click on
the button to receive the e-newsletter. Thank you.

ST. MARY’S CEMETERY
4403 Chicago Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55407
651-488-8866

CEMETERY HOURS
Every day of the year, cemetery grounds are open
from dawn to dusk (generally 5 p.m. in the winter).
You can reach all cemetery offices by phone or email
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Visit our website: www.catholic-cemeteries.org
Follow us on Facebook: TheCatholicCemeteries

CALVARY CEMETERY
753 Front Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55103
651-488-8866
RESURRECTION CEMETERY
2101 Lexington Avenue South
Mendota Heights, MN 55120
651-454-5072

